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ÁRSW Private Practitioner -

Direct Practice and 

Forensics

ÁServed two terms on NSõs 

Advisory Committee on 

Provincial Judicial 

Appointments

ÁServed several years on 

NSBS Racial Equity 

Committee
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April 2013.  X, a 
16-year-old boy, 
shot Y, his 15-
year-old cousin 
on the court at 
their local rec 
centre. The bullet 
perforated Y's 
bowel and 
chipped his 
spine. Amid the 
screaming, X ran 
away.
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Prosecutor 

previously tried a 

youth who 

received an adult 

sentence. Three 

Psych reports 

found X to be a 

sophisticated 

criminal. 

Prosecutor 

sought life 

sentence.
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Defence argued 

that òSection 34ó 

assessments were 

incomplete.  

Didnõt factor in 

what is known 

about race and 

justice.  

Commissioned 

the Cultural 

Assessment.
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ÁUse of  experts has long history

ÁOpinion evidence assists court by drawing conclusions and 

inferences from complex evidence that would be difficult for the 

lay person to understand

ÁTest is low ðmore knowledge than members of  general public; 

acquired through education, practical training, independent study, 

lengthy observation, practical experience

ÁExpert evidence must be:

ÁProvided by qualified individual

ÁConsidered reliable

ÁOffered by someone with opportunity to observe current matter
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ÁMarshall Inquiry (Royal 

Commission) established 

clearly - racism and 

discrimination exist in 

the criminal justice 

system

ÁMakes 82 

recommendations aimed 

at reforming systems
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ÁSummer 2011 Canadian 

Human Rights 

Commission discussed 

mental health needs of  

African Canadians in 

federal corrections

ÁOCI studies the matter 

and highlights Black 

Inmate Experience in its 

2013 report
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ÁExplores the history of  

ANS experience in 

Education

ÁEstablishes that systemic 

racism persists in 

education

ÁLinks the òdeplorableó 

socio-economic 

conditions in Nova 

Scotiaõs Black 

communities to this 

history.
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Á2009 Mental Health 

Commission of  Canada 

Task Group on Diversity 

Publishes paper òIssues 

and Optionsó

Á2012 Nova Scotia 

releases òTogether We 

Canó Mental Health and 

Addiction Strategy:  

Acknowledges poor 

service to ANS and 

other cultural groups


