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Some Propositions

Church and community vol
reportersod who have 1 ncr
suspected abuse

There Is an increased expectation that churches and
community agencies have structures in place to mak
t heir pr oagld afnonre st hoeSiarf ep a
Volunteers need to look out for each other to keep
themselves and those they serve safe
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ROADMAP

to Becoming a
Safer Church

Become a safer church by developing an
Abuse Response and Prevention Plan.
/_\ The journey starts here!
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Your Questions Before We Begin
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Mandated Reporters

Every person who has information, whether or not it is
confidential or privileged, indicating that a child is in need of
protective services shall forthwith report that information to an
agency (applies to everybody)

Notwithstanding any other Act, every person who performs
professional oofficial duties with respect to a child, including:
Health care professionals, teachers, social workers, counsello
clergy, peace officers, day care providers, youth recreation
workers, . . . shall forthwith report the suspicion and the
Information upon which it is based to an agency.

This section is read to apply to volunteers of similar agencies
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Limits of Mandated Reporting

Though the idea of mandated reporting replies in law only to
children, it sets the expectation that these professionals and

agency volunteers are attentive to the needs of the vulnerable
persons they serve
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Who Are Vulnerable Populations

Children as defined by child welfare legislation
Adul ts who ol ack the abi
for themselvesd as defir
legislation

Adult persons who, though competent, may be needy
vulnerable due to developmental delay, mental iliness
physical, mental or emotional distress
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Child Welfare “Eras”

The advent of childhood and the requirement to
protecto c . 10 PGB DD S

Industrialization, postepression/postwar society, formal child

wel fare charities, enforced
The advent of professional child welfate. 1980
More professionalism, cl ear
oprinciplesd in the form of

Expansion of protectiodseen in recent changes
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Child in Need of Services

Children are i n ONeed of
suffered or are at o0subs
Physical harm Exposure to intimate partner
Sexual harm violence
Medical neglect Neglect
Emotional abuse Abandonment
Neglect of mental, Engagi_ng In serio_us violence
emotional, developmental ~ Or criminal behaviour
needs
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Adults in Need of Protection

Adul ts are i1 n ONeed of |<
premises where they reside:

are a victim of physical abuse, A Or is not receiving adequate
sexual abuse, mental cruelty or care and attention, is incapable
a combination thereof, Is of caring adequately for
Incapable of protecting himself himself by reason of physical
therefrom by reason of physical disability or mental infirmity,

disability or mental infirmity, and refuses, delays or is unable
and refuses, delays or is unable to make provision for his
to make provision for his adequate care and attention;

protection therefrom,
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