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ÁSocial Work Private 
Practitioner
ÁParenting and Child 
Development Expert
ÁFormer:

ÁEx. Dir. FCS 
Cumberland

ÁEx. Dir. Child & Youth 
Strategy
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ÁChurch and community volunteers are òmandated 

reportersó who have increased responsibility to report 

suspected abuse 

ÁThere is an increased expectation that churches and 

community agencies have structures in place to make 

their programmes òSaferó for their participants

ÁVolunteers need to look out for each other to keep 

themselves and those they serve safe
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ÁEvery person who has information, whether or not it is 

confidential or privileged, indicating that a child is in need of  

protective services shall forthwith report that information to an 

agency (applies to everybody)

ÁNotwithstanding any other Act, every person who performs 

professional or official duties with respect to a child, including:  

Health care professionals, teachers, social workers, counsellors, 

clergy, peace officers, day care providers, youth recreation 

workers, . . . shall forthwith report the suspicion and the 

information upon which it is based to an agency.

ÁThis section is read to apply to volunteers of  similar agencies
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ÁThough the idea of  mandated reporting replies in law only to 

children, it sets the expectation that these professionals and 

agency volunteers are attentive to the needs of  the vulnerable 

persons they serve 
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ÁChildren as defined by child welfare legislation

ÁAdults who òlack the ability to care and fend adequately 

for themselvesó as defined by adult protection 

legislation

ÁAdult persons who, though competent, may be needy or 

vulnerable due to developmental delay, mental illness, or 

physical, mental or emotional distress
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ÁThe advent of  childhood and the requirement to 

protect ðc. 1930õs ð1950õs

ÁIndustrialization, post-depression/postwar society, formal child 

welfare charities, enforced òcommunity standardsó.  

ÁThe advent of  professional child welfare ðc. 1980õs

ÁMore professionalism, clearly defined òrisksó, introduction of 

òprinciplesó in the form of preambles

ÁExpansion of  protection ðseen in recent changes
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ÁChildren are in òNeed of protectionó when they have 

suffered or are at òsubstantial riskó of:

ÁPhysical harm

ÁSexual harm

ÁMedical neglect

ÁEmotional abuse

ÁNeglect of  mental, 
emotional, developmental 
needs

ÁExposure to intimate partner 
violence

ÁNeglect

ÁAbandonment

ÁEngaging in serious violence 
or criminal behaviour
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ÁAdults are in òNeed of protectionó when they, in the 

premises where they reside:

Áare a victim of  physical abuse, 

sexual abuse, mental cruelty or 

a combination thereof, is 

incapable of  protecting himself  

therefrom by reason of  physical 

disability or mental infirmity, 

and refuses, delays or is unable 

to make provision for his 

protection therefrom,

ÁOr is not receiving adequate 

care and attention, is incapable 

of  caring adequately for 

himself  by reason of  physical 

disability or mental infirmity, 

and refuses, delays or is unable 

to make provision for his 

adequate care and attention;


